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The women must not sit sprawling about, or with their legs
crossed, else their husbands will not have strength for any-
thing. On the other hand it is lucky for the women to keep
walking about, for then the men will have strength to walk far." *
Among the Toradyas of Central Celebes, while the men
are away on a raid certain taboos must be observed by the
friends of the absent warriors. The house must be kept clean.
The sleeping-mat of the absent man may not be rolled up, but
must be hung over a stick. The wife and the nearest relatives
may not leave the house by night. Many sticks are burned
to make a light during the whole night. No cooking-pot
may be lent out. The wife may not wash her hair, nor seek
for lice upon her head. She may not dance or pay visits.
The origin of these taboos lies in the belief that the soul of the
absent warrior can suddenly return to the house. In such a
case he must find everything in order. He must not see
anything to make him uneasy or restless, since the body of
the warrior is affected by all the emotions of his soul, and he
might thereby be made unfit before the battle. There were
also other taboos which aimed at a sympathetic effect. Thus
the wife may not leave off her bark-cape (baadje), her head-
dress, or her head-band in her sleep, so that her husband in
the battle should not lose his heacl-dress, whereby his long
hair would fall over his face and blind him. During his
absence she might not sew or handle anything in which there
were thorns, nor pleat mats withpandanus leaves, whose edges
were beset with thorns. For if she did so her husband, on the
day when he came face to face with the enemy, would feel
pain in the soles of his feet. In order that this should not
happen the wife, every evening and morning, strewed the
floor of her house with certain leaves, lest the soul of her
husband should come to grief in this way. The wives also
continually carry about small branches of the waro-waro, a
plant whose pods are very light and easily wafted by the wind.
The waro-waro is the symbol of agility, and the carrying of it
by their wives at home, must, by sympathetic magic, make the
warriors agile in their movements. The names of the absent
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